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 Commodes
 Pulpit walkers
 Rubber Rings
 Bath Chairs
 Portable Aspirators

Wheelchairs
Infra Red Lamps

Oxygen
Crutches

Nebulisers

BAXTER PHAMARCY
426 Church Street, Pmb. Tel: 033 342 2412. 

Cell: 082 652 9769. Fax: 033 345 1670. Email: hugh.cocksedge@mjvn.co.za
Why Not Hire Your Surgical Equipment From Us?

Dear readers,
When the going gets tough in the land of Good 
News, we always find a sign that things will be 
alright...somehow.  What a month it’s been ... 
reshuffling, demonstrations, remonstrations, 
junking, recriminations ... but hey, then you have 
the good stuff!  People who are going places and 
making a difference – like Rachael van Rensburg 
and the KZN Youth Wind Band (pg 5), Sosibo 
Percival on pg 8, and even our pg 2 Food Hero!  
It seems to be all about listening to the music 
at the moment – Splashy was a delight on so 
many levels and the upcoming Michaelhouse 
Music Festival is sure to leave you feeling lighter, 
and free-er!  Get out there and enjoy.
Warmest,
Phillippa and Caroline
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All of these problems and more,  
respond to diet & organic 

supplements, without risk of 
side-effects.  Aromatherapy ozone-

oils for healing.
Personal training  in aerobic  and 
anaerobic exercises with  weights. 

Callanetics if preferred.

Sarah West  
(BA Phys Ed)

* Now consulting from  
Shop 4 Tweedie Junction,  

Main Road, Howick
Cell: 084 799 4219

033-3305067.
pumatabs@gmail.com

Arthritis?
Parkinsons?

Clinical Depression?
Overweight?

Some people won’t buy Lexus 
because they think “it’s just a fancy 

Toyota with terrible resale value.” 
Instead of parroti ng others people’s prejudices, 

why not open your mind to new possibiliti es? Lexus 
is a range of luxury sports saloons built, incidentally, 
by Toyota. That means they’re solid, well made, have 
bullet-proof engines and are reliable. 

They’re also more charismati c and fun to drive than 
any mainstream Toyota built today. If you’re beyond 
a certain age you’ll remember Celicas, GTs, Supras 
and, more recently, the 8-6; brilliant sports cars that 
captured enthusiasts’ hearts around the world – so 
you know it can be done. 

The point about resale is interesti ng too: A recent 
UK survey showed that only 29.4 percent of buyers 
placed depreciati on among their top-four prioriti es 
when choosing new cars. Are you that diff erent? If it 
really is an issue, ask Lexus Financial Services about 
FutureDrive, an innovati ve fi nancing model that guar-
antees future value.

Moving on, Lexus IS has been available here as a 
mid-size sports sedan for a number of years but the 
importers off ered only the naturally aspirated 3.5-litre 
engine in conventi onal and F-Sport guises. Then, in 
October 2015, they added IS 200t with its two-litre, 
twin-scroll turbocharged engine in two trim levels; E 
and EX.

This engine is somewhat special. In square (86x86 
mm bore and stroke) confi gurati on, it’s an inline four 
(the 8-6’s motor is a boxer) with sixteen valves oper-
ated by something called VVT-iW (variable valve ti m-
ing, intelligent, wide). Sidestepping the engineering 
waffl  e, it enables the engine to run in either O� o Cycle 
for most power or Atkinson Cycle for best economy. 

As any marketi ng lecturer will tell you: “Features 
are meaningless. Sell the benefi ts,” so here it is – the 
science simply means that this motor can operate as 
two diff erent kinds of engine whenever needed. The 

switch-over is seamless so you won’t realise when 
it happens. Just know that when the engine is able 
to run super-economically it will and when it’s ti me 
to play dirty it will do that too.

And play dirty it can; it develops 180 kW at 5800 
rpm which means it’s only lightly ‘charged – the 
other “86” motor develops 147 kW naturally aspi-
rated. It also develops 350 Newton-metres of torque 
– what 3.5-litre Mercedes’ did a few years ago - but 
over a band extending from 1650- to 4400 rpm. That 
translates into zero to 100 km/h in seven seconds 
and a top speed of 230.

It looks and feels the part too. It’s lean and sharply 
chiselled; you ease yourself in and wear it like a fl ak 
jacket; the warmed and vented leather seats hold 
you snugly while the tall centre console concentrates 
you on the job at hand. Instruments and panels are 
all black-gloss and business-like. Controls are simple 
and neatly laid out. Dials are big, circular and ana-
logue. The few concessions to modernism include a 
push bu� on starter, rotati ng knobs for the electronic 
aids and a powered bu� on to adjust the steering 
wheel. Naturally, both front chairs are powered too.

The IS will carry four in comfort (a small fi ft h one 
if you have to) and 480 litres of luggage before ti p-
ping the seatbacks down, so it’s perfectly capable 
of handling the Monday-to Saturday commuti ng 
and family chores. Sundays, holidays and winding 
country roads are what it’s about, though.

The front suspension was recently reworked with 
a new, lightweight lower arm assembly, new bushes, 
revised spring rates and upgraded dampers. The 
brakes are built for business and you know about 
the engine. Select Sport on the dial, slip into manual 
mode (sti ck or paddles) and fl oor it. 

Did I menti on that it’s rear-wheel drive? The car 
becomes an extension of your inner evil persona and 
rewards with beauti fully neutral handling, vice-free 
responses and good clean fun.

Despite moments of hilarity and seeming irresponsibility, it’s designed and 
ki� ed to be safe. Ten airbags including knee units for those in front, ABS brakes 
with all the acronyms you ever heard of, childproof locks and ISOFix, automati c 
locking, tyre pressure monitoring, hill start assistance, front and rear parking 
aids and cruise control make up a good package.

Navigati on, a reversing camera, 18” wheels, an upgraded sound system with 
10.2” touch screen (standard is 7”) and a more comprehensive service plan 
come with the EX model that is otherwise identi cal.

 If you’re bored with “same old” cars from you-know-where and want 
something diff erent; something with actual charisma, try a Lexus. You’ll keep it 
beyond your usual sell-by date for personal cars; simply because you want to.

Test unit from Lexus SA press fl eet; Pics by Quickpic

THE NUMBERS
Price: R601 900

Engine: 1998 cc, DOHC, 16-valve, four-cylinder inline, twin-turbo petrol
Power: 180 kW at 5800 rpm; Torque: 350 Nm between 1650 and 4400 rpm

Gearbox: 8-speed, electronically controlled, Aisin-Toyota automati c
Zero to 100 km/h: 7.0 seconds; Maximum speed: 230 km/h

Real life fuel consump� on: About 8.5 l/100 km
Tank: 66 litres; Luggage: 480 litres

Warranty and service plan: 4 years / 100 000 km; 
at 15 000 km intervals

EXTRAORDINARY PROFITS FROM ORDINARY SHARES * WINNING STOCK MARKET 
STRATEGIES * INVESTING OFFSHORE – APPLE – THE GREATEST GROWTH STOCK OF 

ALL TIME – AN UPDATE:

The iPhone 8 will be launched towards 
the end of this year and it is going to be 

a blockbuster!
This is the 10th anniversary of the iPhone 

– the greatest consumer product of all ti me 
– and consumers can expect many changes.  
The new phone is rumoured to have a curved 
AMOLED display and a 5.8 edge to edge 
screen instead of the usual fl at LCD panel.  
The phone may also have an imbedded fi nger 
print scanner and facial recogniti on.

The new iPhone 8 camera will be able to do 
extraordinary things too. It will have built-in 
augmented reality and 3D.  Augmented real-
ity will map out where you want to go, and 
combined with Apple Pay, this becomes very 
a� racti ve.  And fi nally, we may get wireless 
charging and a longer ba� ery life.

Warrant Buffet, the world’s wealthiest, 
billionaire investor, more than doubled his 
holdings in Apple in January this year.  His 
investment company, Berkshire Hathaway, 
now owns 2.5% of Apple making it the second 
largest holding of his company, second only 
to Coco- Cola.   The value of the Apple invest-
ment now exceeds $19.2 billion.

“Apple strikes me as having a sti cky prod-
uct and an enormously useful product to 
people that use it.”  Buff et told CNBC.

On the 27th August 1999 Apple’s market 
capitalisati on was 10 billion dollars.  Apple’s 
market value hit $800 billion on the 8th May 
2017.  This is the fi rst ti me any company has 
ever been valued at this level. 

In April 2011 I stated in this column that 
Apple was the world’s most valuable tech-
nology company and that it would soon be 
the most valuable company in the world 
exceeding the market capitalisati on (number 
of shares issued, multi plied by the market 
price per share) of Exxon Mobil.  In March 
2011 I penned another column entitled 
“Plucking apples off -shore – the greatest 
growth stock of our ti me.”

Again I posed the questi on of whether or 
not Apple shares were a sound investment.  
I answered with a resounding yes!

And again, I urge my readers to ensure 
that they are well positi oned – parti cularly in 
regard to their off -shore investments.  Don’t 
just sit there! Get out and do something!

If you are not happy with your portf olio performance or would like a second opinion, please 
do not hesitate to contact Fenestra for a confi denti al consultati on.


